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Al Ott, Reg. Supvr. DATE  September 20, 1984
Habitat Division
Dept. of Fish and Game, Fairbanks FILENO 508

TELEPHONE NO  456-8819
KeE’KIt, Fishery Biologist suJEC1  Fish/Mining-Nowitne
fport Fish Division River Systen

Dept. of Fish and Game, Fairbanks

While conducting sheefisl spawning ground research in the upper Nowitne
River from September 7 thru September 14, 1984, 1 made the following
observations regerding anadromous fish/mining.

Sulatna River: This tributary of the Nowitnz enters approximately 70
miles from the mouth. It is z slow moving, meandering strear zbout 100"
wide in the lower reaches. Water is normally dark stained. Most of the
mining operations in the Long Creek-Ruby-Poorman area dump into the
Sulatra. This September the Sulatna was very dirty from mining effluent
and in fact made the lower Nowitna considerably more turbid than 1 have
observed in the last 18 years at this water level. Two gill nets set
overnite in the lower five miles of the Sulatna took 7 prespawning broad
vhitefish, 2 prespawning humpback whitefish and 17 northern pike. 1
consider the whitefish here to be non-anadromous. Unless = few summer
chun. salmon ascend the Sulatna, it is probably not used by anadromous
fish.

Suluknz River: This is a Clearwater tributary entering the Nowitna
Piver about 160 miles upstream. 1t is considerably clearer than the
upper Nowitnz and & partial gravel bottom appears close to the mouth.
The stream meanders considerzbly, is 80 to 100' wide with water depths
ranging from 6" to &'. This stream serves as the only spavning ground
for the local (non-anadromous) population of sheefish in the Nowitna
River. Probable spawning grounds were located in the arez 30-38& miles
the Suluknz River. Additiomally, humpback whitefish, rouné whitefish
least cisco spawn ir the svstem. Although two broad whitefish were
turec, they were non-spawners and I believe that all broad whitefish
he upper Nowitna spawn in the main river or the Susulatna Fork.
“UG?ing 5 net nites of fishing in the Sulukns River, 25 sheefish, 2 broad
vhitefish, 16 humpback whitefish, 1 round whitefish, 1 least cisco and
1! northern pike were tzken. I expected coho salmon, but none were
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Mainstemr Nowitna River: 1 observed salmon caracuses in the main Nowitna
River across from Big Mud River. There were fewer this year than I
observed in 1973. 1 netted for one nite below Suluknaz River and above
the Titna River canyon. Only pike, sheefish and whitefish were taken.
However, salmon do spawn in the upper Nowitna River above the mouth of
the Sulukna as 1 captured small numbers of fall spawning chums as well
as coho salmon during previous’ sheefish research in 1973 and 1975 during
the period August 31 thru September 10.
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Al Ott Paye 2 .
Summary: Probably only the mainstem Nowitna River, upstream at least as
Tar as 20 miles above the mouth of the Sulukna River, is used by
anadromous salmon. All sheefish and whitefish in the system could be
considered local. The Titna River was not muddy. Even though the

Sulatna was muddying the lower Nowitna, sport fishermen were mnot thwart-
ed in their efforts to angle for northern pike and sheefish.

September 20, 1984

No further work other than monitoring sport fisheries in the lower river
is planned for this system.

cc John Clark
Ron Regnart
Louie Barton
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